
 

Amy Cooper / Miya Ponsetto 

 

Events of the last year (or of the last 400 years depending on how you look at it) have challenged us to 

question our notions of racial bias - particularly in our perception of danger, suspicion, and presumption of guilt, 

or ill will.  Much of that questioning has been focused on actions of police officers, but bias is present 

elsewhere - maybe everywhere. 

Amy Cooper in Central Park    Last summer on May 25th (the same day George Floyd was killed in 

Minneapolis(1)), Amy Cooper, a white woman, was asked by Christian Cooper, a black man (no relation), to 

leash her dog in the “Ramble” area of Central Park where leashes are required by the Central Park 

Conservancy. It wasn’t the first time Christian Cooper had had to remind someone to leash their dog.  Christian 

is an avid bird watcher, and board member of the New York City Audubon Society.   

After she refused to leash the dog, he began to video the interaction, which his sister subsequently posted on 

Twitter. Prior to the start of the video, Christian Cooper tried to coax the dog to come to him by offering treats 

that he carries for just that situation.(2) 

As you watch this, consider the emotion in Amy 

Cooper’s voice, and what might have caused it. 

Consider why Christian Cooper chose to record 

the event as it escalated. Why did he see a need 

to create video evidence? 

After the incident, Amy Cooper was fired from her 

job at Franklin Templeton. In October, the 

Manhattan district attorney filed charges against 

her for falsely reporting an incident. “Our Office is 

committed to safety, justice, and anti-racism, and 

we will hold people who make false and racist 911 

calls accountable,” said District Attorney Vance.(3) 

In July, Christian Cooper shared his feelings in a 

Washington Post op-ed piece, saying he was 

ambivalent about prosecuting her because "I think 

it’s a mistake to focus on this one individual. The 

important thing the incident highlights is the long-

standing, deep-seated racial bias against us black 

and brown folk that permeates the United 

States."(4) 

https://www.westminster-church.org/serving/peace-and-justice
https://twitter.com/melodyMcooper/status/1264965252866641920


Miya Ponsetto in New York’s Arlo Hotel   On December 26th, Miya Ponsetto lost her cell phone. She was in 

the Arlo Hotel lobby, apparently planning to check in, and left her things momentarily unattended while 

retrieving something she had left in a restroom. She says she had asked others in the lobby about the phone, 

and remembered asking an Asian man if he had taken it.  Then it happened. Keyon Harrold and his 14-year-

old son, Keyon Harrold Jr., entered the lobby from the elevators, with Keyon Jr. carrying an iPhone. Miya 

quickly assumed that the phone was hers, and that Keyon Jr. had taken it.  

When you watch the videos, consider the level of certainty Miya 

presents - she is sure that she has found her phone. In Keyon’s cell 

phone video, listen to the hotel employee, who appears to take 

Miya’s side. 

 

 

 

 

“I didn't have the opportunity to be believed, and neither did my son. We were guilty then proven innocent,” 

Harrold told ABC News.(5) 

Miya Ponsetto was subsequently arrested in California and transferred to the custody of New York authorities. 

In addition to facing a charge of third degree attempted robbery, she also faces charges of grand larceny, 

acting in a manner injurious to a child and two counts of attempted assault.(6) 

Was race a part of this interaction? Miya identified herself as Puerto Rican, and claims that it couldn’t be racist 

because she is a person of color as well. I cannot know this, but it seems to me that if I had gotten off that 

elevator in the Arlo Hotel lobby with an iPhone in my hand, it is unlikely that I would have been assaulted. 

 

Carol Galbreath 

 

(1) https://www.nytimes.com/article/george-floyd.html 

(2) https://nypost.com/2020/05/26/christian-cooper-recounts-amy-cooper-incident-before-video-footage/ 

https://www.nytimes.com/article/george-floyd.html
https://nypost.com/2020/05/26/christian-cooper-recounts-amy-cooper-incident-before-video-footage/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CJR6LviHFkd/
https://nypost.com/2020/12/31/new-video-shows-accuser-attacking-keyon-harrold-jr/


(3) https://www.manhattanda.org/d-a-vance-amy-cooper-charged-in-criminal-court-for-false-report-in-central-

park/ 

(4) https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/christian-cooper-why-i-am-declining-to-be-involved-in-amy-

coopers-prosecution/2020/07/14/1ba3a920-c5d4-11ea-b037-f9711f89ee46_story.html 

(5) https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/jazz-musician-calls-for-charges-against-woman-who-falsely-

accused-black-son-of-theft/ 

(6) https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/08/nyregion/miya-ponsetto-soho-hotel.html  
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