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From the PNC
	
Dear	Sisters	and	Brothers	of	Westminster:

As	your	Pastor	Nominating	Committee,	we	have	to	begin	with	our	thanks	
to	all	of	you.	From	the	time	you	submitted	our	names	for	consideration	to	
the	day	you	voted	to	grant	us	this	responsibility	and	privilege,	we	have	
been	cognizant	of	this	deep	honor.

At	our	first	meeting	nearly	two	years	ago,	our	liaison	from	Presbytery	
said	something	that	was	both	terrifying	and	encouraging.	He	said	that	
God	already	knew	who	our	next	Senior	Pastor	would	be.	Our	job	was	to	
go	through	the	process	of	finding	that	person.	And	we	could	not	be	more	
delighted	to	finally	be	able	to	introduce	Dr.	Jo	Forrest	to	all	of	you	as	that	
person	God	has	chosen	for	us.

It	has	been	a	strange	time	to	go	through	this	process.	While	Zoom	made	
it	easier	to	connect	and	get	a	sense	of	the	candidates,	it	delayed	us	
from	meeting	Jo	in	person.		We	actually	added	a	valuable	step	that	we	
would	recommend	to	other	PNCs	at	other	churches	in	the	future.	After	
our	second	round	interview,	based	on	what	we	had	learned,	we	sent	Jo	
several	questions	for	a	sort	of	“essay	exam.”	We	used	her	responses	for	
an	additional	virtual	meeting	that	was	more	conversation	than	interview	
–	and	it	added	to	the	depth	of	our	understanding	of	Jo	and	God’s	plan	to	
bring	her	here.	In	addition,	unlike	the	past,	the	PNC	wasn’t	able	to	simply	
visit	and	hear	one	sermon.	In	our	COVID	world,	we	have	been	able	to	
watch,	learn	from	and	ponder	Jo’s	remarkable	sermons	and	see	her	lead	
worship	to	a	degree	we	never	could	have	before.	We	also	know	that	Jo	
contacted	our	references	as	we	checked	hers	to	make	sure	she	comes	
to	us	clear	eyed	and	ready	to	share	her	gifts	with	us.		

Ultimately,	we	found	a	safe	way	to	meet	Jo	and	Hamish	in	person,	which	
cemented	our	confidence	that	God	was	revealing	the	leader	for	the	next	
phase	of	Westminster’s	life.		

We	will	share	one	other	thought	that	shouldn’t	be	a	consideration	in	
today’s	world	but	might	be	for	some.	The	PNC	looked	at	qualifications	
only.	We	truly	never	considered	gender	as	we	researched	candidates.		
With	that	said,	we	have	been	pleased	that	–	as	a	few	people	learned	
that	the	PNC	proposes	a	female	Senior	Pastor	–	the	reaction	has	ranged	
from	one	of	delight	to	a	level	of	“it’s	about	time!”



So,	as	you	read	this	brochure	and	get	to	know	Jo	Forrest,	please	know	
that	the	PNC	has	felt	your	prayers,	appreciated	your	patience	and	been	
humbled	by	your	trust.	Today,	in	your	meeting,	you	will	vote	to	dissolve	
our	PNC.		We	will	miss	each	other	but	part	knowing	that	what	our	liaison	
said	was	true	–	God	has	led	us	to	the	candidate	He	has	chosen	to	fulfill	
His	vision	for	us.	As	you	will	soon	begin	to	learn	she	has	been	more	than	
worth	the	wait.		

Thank	you	all.

Blessings,	

Jim	Bacik

Paul	Conley

Brian	Eccher

Carol	Galbreath

Bobbie	Hartman

Carolyn	Kerr

Maureen	Ludwig

Shannon	Radinick	

John	Van	Cleve

     God has led us to 

the candidate He has chosen 

to fulfill His vision for us.



Words from PNC Members
We were blessed to meet many candidates who were 

interested in coming to Westminster. Many of those 

candidates were exceptional, but Jo Forrest rose to the 

top.  She is superb in all ways.

“I feel excitement, joy, and hope because God has led Dr. Jo Forrest to 
Westminster.  Jo has proven to be thoughtful, experienced, loving, and 
professional.  She is curious, engaged, knowledgeable, and funny. Her 
life experience and her ministry will help Westminster and our community 
move forward in faith to the future.” 

Jo’s background contributes to her unique combination 

of strong management expertise, a deep understanding 

of theology and the Bible, superior preaching skills, and 

the vision to lead in uncertain times.

“A courageous preacher…not afraid to address the hard questions.”

Westminster’s congregations over the years have 

traditionally responded to heartfelt, sincere, 

authoritative and intellectually stimulating sermons. 

When I considered Jo’s pulpit presence, I was 

immediately impressed by her sermon’s scriptural 

foundations, presented with contemporary context 

that both stimulated my thinking and inspired my 

soul. I believe Jo will carry forward the Westminster 

legacy of pastors who preach the gospel and inspire 

their congregations to become authentic Christians who 

follow the call to serve communities far and wide.



Note from Jo
	
Grace	and	peace	to	you,	my	
friends.	To	be	considered	as	
the	next	senior	minister	at	
Westminster	is	truly	a	privilege	
and	a	challenge.	The	future	
beckons	us	to	walk	the	path	
paved	by	the	faithful	members	
and	ministers	of	this	congregation	
into	a	future	that	honors	the	best	
of	the	traditions	and	embraces	
new	possibilities.	After	months	of	
conversation	with	the	PNC	about	
you	and	your	faith,	my	heart	delights	
at	finally	meeting	you	and	conceiving	
of	what	the	years	ahead	will	hold	for	
Westminster.		

    The future beckons us 

to walk the path paved by 

the faithful members and 

ministers of this congregation 

into a future that honors the 

best of the traditions and 

embraces new possibilities.



About Jo
	
Jo	Forrest’s	family	moved	several	times	due	to	her	father’s	sales	career	
from	Iowa	to	Kentucky	to	Lancaster,	Pennsylvania,	where	she	completed	
high	school.		

IBM	nurtured	her	consulting	career	enabling	her	to	assume	leadership	
roles	in	several	boutique	firms	dedicated	to	the	banking	industry.	
Jo	learned	the	value	of	asking	questions,	listening,	and	trusting	the	
strength	of	diverse	teams	to	imagine	and	move	into	the	future.	In	the	
decades	working	with	banks,	her	consulting	helped	clients	either	find	
stability	following	market	tumult	or	operational	crises,	or	invigorate	their	
businesses	that	had	grown	complacent.		

Fourth	Presbyterian	in	Chicago	
nurtured	her	call	to	ministry.	
Eleven	ministers	on	staff,	each	
with	a	unique	voice,	encouraged	
her	to	imagine	herself	as	a	pastor	
as	they	shared	their	experiences	
in	ministry.	She	recalls	church	
members	would	tell	her	that	her	
face	would	light	up	when	she	spoke	
of	teaching	Sunday	School,	serving	
on	a	care	team,	leading	worship,	
or	tutoring.	Those	sparks	within	her	
kept	her	going.		

Jo	feels	God	is	calling	her	to	proclaim	the	gospel	to	those	who	face	
the	pressing	demands	of	contemporary	culture	and	competing	values,	
but	who	also	have	deeply	felt	longings	for	integrity	as	a	follower	of	
Jesus	Christ.	She	encounters	the	“lost	and	least”	among	the	articulate,	
educated	and	accomplished,	yet	who	struggle	each	day	to	discern	
how	their	faith	undergirds	decisions,	relationships,	and	values	in	highly	
competitive	industries.	Not	by	fleeing	from	our	world	but	by	living	
faithfully	amid	the	temptations,	Jo	believes	we	can	become	more	
resilient	witnesses	to	the	gospel.	She	is	passionate	about	ensuring	the	
gospel	is	understood	as	good	news	in	all	areas	of	life.	



After	serving	as	an	interim	at	
Fourth	Presbyterian,	Jo	was	
called	to	Kenilworth	Union	
Church	in	the	northern	suburbs	
of	Chicago.	This	1,500-member	
church,	comprised	of	members	
who	are	professional	and	
senior	leaders	on	the	local	and	
national	level,	worships	in	the	
Reformed	tradition	with	ministers	from	the	PC(USA).	Long	before	it	was	
the	norm,	the	church	has	wrestled	with	the	challenges	of	worshiping	and	
serving	under	a	big,	broad	tent,	with	varying	theological,	political,	and	
social	ideas.		

Jo	and	her	husband,	Hamish,	
enjoy	entertaining,	theater,	and	
active	travel.	They	have	led	
pilgrimages	in	Canada,	Israel,	
Scotland	and	Spain	and	look	
forward	to	the	freedom	to	safely	
travel	again,	hiking	through	
mud,	praying	in	the	fields,	and	
serving	in	mission.	Hamish	
and	Jo	previously	traveled	to	
Scotland	and	England	quite	
frequently	to	visit	his	family	
and	son	who	moved	to	London	
shortly	after	graduating	from	USC.		

Jo is passionate about ensuring 

the gospel is understood as  

good news in all areas of life.



The Reverend Dr. Jo Forrest
	
Education: 
Virginia	Tech

BS, Business	

University	of	Chicago		
Master of Liberal Arts  
Master of Divinity	

The	Candler	School	of	Theology	of	Emory	University		
Doctor of Ministry		

Service to the Chicago Presbytery:
Administrative	Commission	–		
Three year project to oversee three struggling congregations.

Administrative	Committee	–		
New committee to oversee budget & finance, real estate, personnel,  
and stewardship following the downsizing of Presbytery staff. 	
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