


Lenten Devotional 
2021
Lent in Plain Sight
Welcome to the Lenten Devotional 2021 for Westminster 
Presbyterian Church.

Over the next six weeks, as we travel together on the journey of 
Lent, these devotions will serve as our companions. The resource 
is Lent in Plain Sight from Jill Duffield. She invites us to “open our 
eyes, to the certain providence and power of God, allowing us to 
lower our anxiety about the future, lessen our burden about the 
past and free us to follow Jesus in faith right here and now.” 

We will go through the six weeks of Lent exploring familiar objects 
with faith-filled eyes, accompanied by scripture to awaken us 
to God’s presence everywhere. You will find some personal 
reflections, images, scripture readings, and prayers. 

May you be blessed.



February 17 – Ash Wednesday 

Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man 
became a living person. 

– Genesis 2:7

 

 

WEEK ONE – DUST



Reflection

When hard times come into our lives—illness, 
loss of loved ones, loss of necessities—we feel 
frightened, confused, even panicky, and then…
anger sets in. We begin to question how God, 
whom we are taught is good, forgiving and 
just can allow this to happen to us. During the 
current pandemic, we ask how can God do 
this to mankind?  We begin to feel crushed 
into dust, annihilated! We begin to question 
ourselves—what did we do wrong, didn’t we 
pray enough, ask forgiveness for our wrongs?  
We complain and question God in our prayers. 
We often hear no answer. Should we just give 
up?

Then we read on to the end of Job. God 
answers Job saying we cannot fathom the 
power and wonder of Him who has created all 
things and all wonders. Then Job repents and 
worships God again.

How can we maintain our faith, trust, and hope 
during these times?  Each of us must find a 
way. We can continue to pray, attend worship, 
and talk with friends or family who can help us 
be steadfast and patient. We can search for 
Bible passages that strengthen our resolve. 

We can look for good things to be grateful for. 
We can look back at history and see that hard 
times pass and find ways to help that happen 
more quickly. We cannot know everything, but 
we know we must never give up!                    

– Flo Van Cara Sheap 

Questions 

Have you ever experienced a dark night of 
the soul? Were there glimpses of light in the 
midst of it? How did it impact your faith? Your 
understanding of the character of God? 

Take a few minutes to pray for those who may 
be feeling ground to dust this day. If you are 
feeling ground to dust this day, and can muster 
no words of prayer read aloud Psalm 23.

Prayer

Gracious God when we cry to you and feel 
as if you do not hear us, grant us a tangible 
reminder of your promise to never leave us 
alone. When the night has past  and we see 
the coming dawn, help us to bear the light of 
Christ to those who still sit in darkness until we 
all shout alleluias on Easter morning. Amen. 

Thursday, February 18

And now my soul is poured out within me; Days of misery have seized me.
At night it pierces my bones within me, And my gnawing pains do not rest.
By a great force my garment is distorted; It ties me up like the collar of my coat.
He has thrown me into the mire, And I have become like dust and ashes.
I cry out to You for help, but You do not answer me;
I stand up, and You turn Your attention against me.
You have become cruel to me; With the strength of Your hand You persecute me.
You lift me up to the wind and make me ride it;
And You dissolve me in a storm.
For I know that You will bring me to death, And to the house of meeting for all living.

– Job 30:16–23



Reflection 

When Hannah prays to God it is with her whole 
heart and her whole being rejoicing in God’s 
presence in her life. She knows that He has 
and will always be with her and care for her in 
her most difficult times. 

Even more than that, in verses 4 and 5 
Hannah knows that God reverses what is to 
what should be. Those who have stumbled, 
those who are hungry, and in any way feel to be 
less are lifted up by God. And the wicked who 
seem to “have it all” are brought down. 

When I read scripture, I associate first with the 
righteous one; I am like Hannah. But, what if I 
am arrogant and full of myself, or have plenty 
of food and don’t share it, or all of those other 
ways we all fall short of who God means for us 
to be and who He has created us to become. I 
think the “great reversal” is ever changing as 
we grow in our relationship with God.

Hannah’s focus was on God and not what she 
wanted for herself. She prayed for a son and 
promises him to God, in His service. Hannah’s 
hope, and ours, is always in the Lord.

Questions

Must the “great reversal” mean the bringing 
up of some and taking down of others? Why or 
why not?

Prayer

God of great reversals, you bring 
transformation, relief, peace, and joy in ways 
and at times that are utterly unexpected. After 
we have been raised up from the dust, never 
let us forget what it was like to be so down. 
Amen.  

Friday, February 19

Then Hannah prayed and said,
There is no one holy like the LORD,
Indeed, there is no one besides You,
Nor is there any rock like our God.

– Samuel 2: 1-8



Saturday, February 20

Now He called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all the demons, 
and the power to heal diseases. And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to 
perform healing. And He said to them, “Take nothing for your journey, neither a staff, nor a bag, 
nor bread, nor money; and do not even have two tunics. And whatever house you enter, stay 
there until you leave that city. And as for all who do not receive you, when you leave that city, 
shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” And as they were leaving, they began 
going throughout the villages, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere.

– Luke 9: 1-6  

“Amazing Grace”

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved.

How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come.

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me;
His word my hope secures.

He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

– John Newton, 1772
Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal, Number  649.



Sunday, February 21

Let Your God Love You 
Edwina Gateley 

Silent. 

Be still. Alone. 

Empty Before your God. 

Say nothing. 

Ask nothing. 

Be silent. Be still. 

Let your God look upon you. 

That is all. 

God knows. God understands. 

God loves you 

With an enormous love, 

And only wants To look upon you With that love. 

Quiet. 

Still. Be. 

Let your God— Love you. 

Edwina Gateley was born in England. In 1979 she spent three months of prayer and discernment 
in a hermitage in the Sahara Desert, after which she moved to the United States. From 1981 
to 1982 she lived for nine months in prayer and solitude in a hermitage in Illinois. In 1983 she 
spent over a year on the streets of Chicago walking with the homeless and women involved in 
prostitution. In 1983 Edwina founded Genesis House, a house of hospitality for women involved 
in prostitution. Numerous individuals, including the Mayor of Chicago, the late Joseph Bernardin, 
and Bill Clinton, have publicly commended her ministry. She has also been featured on CBS’s 
“60 Minutes” and “48 Hours.” See edwinagateley.com. 



Monday, February 22

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from 
heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day’s 
portion every day, so that I may test them, whether or not they 
will walk in My instruction. 

– Exodus 16:4-12

Questions

When have you labeled something as  “bread from heaven”? What was it? Why did you label it 
this way? 

What do you take for granted? Try today to see everything as a gift from God and give thanks. 

Prayer

God of heaven and earth, in you we live and move and have our being. Help us today to marvel 
at your lavish care for us and hear our thanks as we gather the bread from heaven you give us 
every single day. Amen. 

WEEK TWO – BREAD



Reflection

Haven’t we all been so tired, exhausted even 
from working nonstop that we just wanted 
to “get away” from it all? And then just when 
you think you have some down time, the 
phone rings, or an email arrives, or a text 
from someone desperate for help. They need 
help and they need it now. They may not be 
someone with your same set of moral, spiritual, 
political values and beliefs. However, we need 
to keep in mind Jesus’ confrontation by the 
desperate woman in the story who boldly 
broke all the unwritten rules and approached 
Jesus for help with her demon possessed 
child.  Jesus was tired, He needed time away, 
quiet, rest, prayer. The fact that Jesus took the 
time to reach out to the Gentile woman shows 
that He came for the broken, the sick, the 
outsider, the sinner. Jesus’ interaction with this 
determined woman, provides an example for us 
that we need to put ourselves in the “What can 
I do to help you” frame of mind. We Christians 
have been called to be a light to the world, to 
help those in need as we can. Be it perhaps 
to be of help to a tired mother who needs 
a few hours rest from her homeschooling, 
housework, meal prep, un-ruley children. What 
can we do to help? 

The examples we believers present of 
loving compassion and willingness to give 
of ourselves may just be what is needed to 
show a lost tired desperate soul the light of 
Christianity. Even when we are worn out and 
think we have no more to give, God sets before 
us ways to use the crumbs in our life to feed 
those in need.

– Carol J. Couch

Questions

Are there people we disregard and think 
are unworthy of our concern? Who are the 
outsiders in our life? 

As you see crumbs or table scraps today, 
consider who is in need of our care and 
consider how you might offer them more than 
leftovers. 

Prayer

Lord Christ, as we go about our daily work and 
routines, help us to truly see those in our midst 
who are too often dismissed or disregarded. 
Grant us the faith to offer abundant grace, 
mercy and compassion , much more than 
crumbs in your name. Amen. 

Tuesday, February 23

Now Jesus got up and went from there to the region of Tyre. And when He had entered a house, 
He wanted no one to know about it; and yet He could not escape notice. But after hearing about 
Him, a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately came and fell at His feet. 
Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician descent. And she repeatedly asked Him to cast 
the demon out of her daughter. And He was saying to her, “Let the children be satisfied first, for it 
is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered and said to 
Him, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs under the table feed on the children’s crumbs.” And He said 
to her, “Because of this answer, go; the demon has gone out of your daughter.” And after going 
back to her home, she found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

– Mark 7:24–30



Wednesday, February 24

The Sower, Van Gogh

Study this image. What do you see in this image? What  impression do you have of 
the world? Of God? How does this speak to you?

Cast your bread on the surface of the waters, for you will find it after many days. Divide your 
portion to seven, or even to eight, for you do not know what misfortune may occur on the earth. 
If the clouds are full, they pour out rain on the earth; and whether a tree falls toward the south 
or toward the north, wherever the tree falls, there it lies. One who watches the wind will not sow 
and one who looks at the clouds will not harvest. Just as you do not know the path of the wind, 
and how bones are formed in the womb of the pregnant woman, so you do not know the activity 
of God who makes everything. Sow your seed in the morning and do not be idle in the evening, 
for you do not know whether one or the other will succeed, or whether both of them alike will be 
good.

– Ecclesiastes 11:1-6



Reflection

If I work with God I should think big. That’s 
faith. I shouldn’t insult God by thinking small. I 
should only do that if I insist on going it alone. 

– John Hayes

Questions

What are my doubts about God’s role in my 
life and work? Do I doubt God’s ability and 
willingness to have my back if I risk aiming 
high for Him? Have I kept God at arm’s 
length fearing to trust Him to magnify what I 
accomplish? 

 

Prayer

Lord, help me to be generous with my 
blessings and abilities, though I doubt myself, 
and even you. And let your confidence flow 
through me, to fill my heart and strengthen my 
spine so I can see your vision and will as also 
mine. Amen.

 

Thursday, February 25

One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, “There is a boy here who has 
five barley loaves and two fish; but what are these for so many people?” Jesus said, “Have the 
people recline to eat.” Now there was plenty of grass in the place. So the men reclined, about 
five thousand in number. Jesus then took the loaves, and after giving thanks He distributed them 
to those who were reclining; likewise also of the fish, as much as they wanted. And when they 
had eaten their fill, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the leftover pieces so that nothing will be 
lost.” 

– John 6:1-14



Reflection 

With activities continuing to be cancelled, 
masks on, and distanced from friends and 
family, we are metaphorically hungry for the 
things that once filled us with joy. Sometimes 
it feels more like starvation as we have been 
struggling through this for so long. 

In this passage from John, Jesus reminds us 
that as the bread of life, he will keep us full 
and satisfied. Even though it seems a “normal” 
world is still far away, how has Jesus fed you in 
this season? How has a crumb He has dropped 
you given you enough energy to sustain you? 

My husband recently joined the Deacons 
of Westminster and he shared with me that 
they did an introductory ice breaker where 
they were asked to share one positive of this 
season and everyone had one. My guess is you 
do, too. So take a moment to reflect on what 
that might be. Where has His trail of crumbs 
lead you? Even though it may seem that your 
belly still twinges with a hunger pain, if you 
think about how Jesus has walked along side 
you in this season, it may turn out that you’re 
not as hungry as you might have thought. 

– Laura Ecklin

Questions

When have you felt hungry, physically, or 
spiritually?

What is life giving for you? How do you 
experience Jesus in those life in giving 
moments? 

Prayer

Jesus, bread of life, you sustain us through 
season when we fail to feel your presence. You 
feed us when we are hungry for purpose, hope, 
and healing. You promise us that you will never 
abandon us. Let us rest in you.  

 

Friday, February 26

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; the one who comes to Me will not be hungry, and the 
one who believes in Me will never be thirsty. 36 But I said to you that you have indeed seen Me, 
and yet you do not believe. 37 Everything that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one 
who comes to Me I certainly will not cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do 
My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of 
everything that He has given Me I will lose nothing, but will raise it up on the last day. 40 For this 
is the will of My Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, 
and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”

– John 6:35–40



Saturday, February 27

In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than good. In 
the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, 
and to some extent I believe it. No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which 
of you have God’s approval. So then, when you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, 
for when you are eating, some of you go ahead with your own private suppers. As a result, one 
person remains hungry and another gets drunk. Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do 
you despise the church of God by humiliating those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? 
Shall I praise you? Certainly not in this matter!

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he 
was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my 
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took 
the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes.

– 1 Corinthians 11:17-26

“Bread of Heaven”

Bread of heaven, on thee we feed,
for thou art our food indeed.

Ever may our souls be fed
with this true and living bread,

day by day with strength supplied
through the life of Christ who died.

Vine of heaven, thy love supplies
this blest cup of sacrifice.

‘Tis thy wounds our healing give;
to thy cross we look and live.

Thou our life! O let us be
rooted, grafted, built on thee.

– Josiah Conder, 1824, alt. 
Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal, Number 496.



Sunday, February, 28

WE SEEM TO FORGET 
Ann Weems

What concerns me,
what lies on my heart, is this:

That we in the church
papered and programmed 
articulate and agenda-ed

are telling the faith story all wrong,
are telling it as though it happened two thousand

years ago or is going to happen
as soon as the church budget is raised.

We seem to forget that Christ’s name is Emmanuel,
God with Us,

Not just when he sat among us
but now,

when we cannot feel the nailprints in his hands.

And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise from the 
dead. And He was stating the matter plainly. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. 
But turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind Me, Satan; 
for you are not setting your mind on God’s purposes, but on man’s.”

And He summoned the crowd together with His disciples, and said to them, “If anyone wants 
to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever wants 
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. 
For what does it benefit a person to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? For what could 
a person give in exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in 
the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”

– Mark 8:31–38



Monday, March 1

Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let’s rid ourselves 
of every obstacle and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let’s run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking only at Jesus, the originator and perfecter of the faith, who for the 
joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.

For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart.

– Hebrews 12:1-3

Questions

Who or what spurs you 
on in faith when you are 
uncertain? 

Do you think about the 
cloud of witness that 
surround you? Write 
down their names and 
give thanks for them.

How do the cross and  
joy go together? 

 
Prayer

Lord Jesus – pioneer and perfecter of our faith, thank you that you did not give up on us and the 
world. We seek now to run our race of faith encouraged by the promise of seeing God face-to-
face and joining in worship with the great cloud of witnesses. Amen. 

 

WEEK THREE – THE CROSS



Reflection

In the world's wisdom Jesus and those who 
follow him are fools.

But the Gospel calls the world's wisdom 
foolishness.

What would it cost me to be a fool like Jesus?

– John Hayes

Question

If I am /were a fool like Jesus, how would the 
costs vs. the benefits compare?

Prayer

God of wisdom and power, we get caught up 
in the wisdom of this age, wanting you to fulfill 
our desires even when they do not reflect your 
will or wisdom. Help us to will as you do and to 
live in the wisdom and saving power of Christ’s 
cross each day. Amen. 

 

Tuesday, March 2

The Wisdom of God

For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written:

“I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE UNDERSTANDING OF THOSE WHO HAVE 
UNDERSTANDING, I WILL CONFOUND.”

Where is the wise person? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has God not 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its 
wisdom did not come to know God, God was pleased through the foolishness of the message 
preached to save those who believe. For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for 
wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, 
but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than mankind, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than mankind.

– 1 Corinthians 1:18–25



Wednesday, March 3

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from 
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make 
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one 
mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. In 
your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;

rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death- even death on a cross!

– Philippians 2:1-11

Question

What does it mean to have the mind of Christ? How can you look to the interests of others today?

Prayer

Lord, we will never, ever have the same mind of Christ. His sacrifice, love, and compassion can 
only inspire us to respond with humility, looking to the interests of others in ways that often feel 
trivial. Yet we trust that you will take whatever we offer in faith, bless, break and use it in ways 
that nurture others, bring joy, and show your love. Amen. 



Reflection

April 1971, I reported to Army Basic Training, 
Fort Campbell KY, and for 16 weeks, I was 
separated from my wife, family, friends and a 
life I had known for the past 25 years. I was 
alone, intimidated, and estranged from God 
and a life of caring and love. Although I had 
grown up in a church centered family, I was 
pulled out of that life into a world of conflict, 
degradation, and hopelessness, challenging 
my faith. 

Selected as a platoon leader along with three 
other college grads, we formed a special 
bond lead by a seasoned drill sergeant who 
enabled us to realize our potential to lead 
this rabble of young boys from north and 
south into a cohesive and focused platoon of 
men. Sustained by my belief in God, I proudly 
conquered our training journey with a renewed 
faith, reservist returning to loved ones and the 
remaining continuing to Viet Nam.

Like the Colossians, challenged on their 
journey to pursue their faith in God thru Jesus 
teachings, Paul came to provide leadership 
and a guide to engage God thru his son, Jesus 
Christ.  

They were being guided to a new life, a way 
of living with peace, love, and fulfillment 
thru Christ, as he had shed his blood for the 
forgiveness of sin, offering them eternal life 
with God.   

– Doug Shuck

Prayer

Lord Jesus, you hold all things together. Hold 
us together this day. Draw us closer to you 
so that our proximity to you brings us closer 
to each other until we experience fully the 
reconciliation won for us on the cross. Amen.

Thursday, March 4

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation: for by Him all things were 
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, or dominions, 
or rulers, or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all 
things, and in Him all things hold together. He is also the head of the body, the church; and He 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in 
everything. For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and through 
Him to reconcile all things to Himself, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made 
peace through the blood of His cross.

– Colossians 1:15–20



Reflection

For me, this Bible passage sums up the entire 
meaning of the Lenten season.

Each time I read this passage,  I can visualize 
Jesus sitting in that courtyard being beaten, 
spit upon and humiliated by the Roman 
soldiers and never once a complaining word! 
This was the Son of God, who came to save 
all from our sins, taught us how to love one 
another and never committed sin. He was 
treated like a common criminal!

If this was not enough, in His weakened state, 
the soldiers made Him carry that heavy cross 
that He would be nailed to. No one in the crowd 
sought to help Him! They forced a passerby, 
Simon of Cyrene, to help Jesus. 

Jesus hung on the cross asking for water, 
the soldiers offered Him bitter wine mixed 
with myrrh-another humiliation. While Jesus 
hung dying on the cross, He called upon His 
Father to forgive those who tortured and were 
crucifying Him. He loved us so much, He was 
willing to give up His life for us. 

– Debb Egli

Questions

Imagine yourself as Simon of Cyrene. What 
are you thinking and feeling? How does this 
experience of carrying the cross of Jesus 
change you? 

Could Simon have refused to carry the cross of 
Jesus? What difference does it make if he did 
or didn’t have a choice? 

Prayer

God of power and might, you work through us 
and often despite us. Make us willing servants 
of your will, and when we turn and run, by your 
grace, help us to work for you anyway. Amen. 

Friday, March 5

Now the soldiers took Him away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium), and they called together 
the whole Roman cohort. And they dressed Him in purple, and after twisting together a crown 
of thorns, they put it on Him; and they began saluting Him: “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they 
repeatedly beat His head with a reed and spit on Him, and kneeling, they bowed down before 
Him. And after they had mocked Him, they took the purple cloak off Him and put His own 
garments on Him. And they led Him out to crucify Him.

And they compelled a passer-by coming from the country, Simon of Cyrene (the father of 
Alexander and Rufus), to carry His cross. Then they brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is 
translated, Place of a Skull. And they tried to give Him wine mixed with myrrh; but He did not take 
it. And they crucified Him, and divided up His garments among themselves, casting lots for them 
to decide what each man would take.

– Mark 15:16–24



Saturday, March 6

It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. The written notice of the charge against him 
read: THE KING OF THE JEWS.

They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by 
hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, come down from the cross and save yourself!” In the same way 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” 
they said, “but he can’t save himself! Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from 
the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.

– Mark 15:25-32

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss,

and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
save in the death of Christ my God;

all the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.

See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and love flow mingled down;
did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were a present far too small;

love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.

– Isaac Watts, 1707
Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 223.



Sunday, March 7 

“The Real Riches”  
by John G. Saxe

Every coin of earthly treasure
We have lavished upon earth

For our simple worldly pleasure
May be reckoned something worth;

For the spending was not losing,
Tho' the purchase were but small;

It has perished with the using.
We have had it,—that is all!

All the gold we leave behind us,
When we turn to dust again,

Tho' our avarice may blind us,
We have gathered quite in vain;
Since we neither can direct it,
By the winds of fortune tost,
Nor in other worlds expect it;

What we hoarded we have lost.

But each merciful oblation—
Seed of pity wisely sown,

What we gave in self-negation,
We may safely call our own;
For the treasure freely given

Is the treasure that we hoard,
Since the angels keep in heaven,

What is lent unto the Lord.

 



Questions

Have you ever lost something of value to you? 
If you found it , how did you feel upon the 
discovery or it? 

What small, daily discovery reminds you of 
God’s presence and providence? A penny? A 
bird? A word or phrase? 

What has been a cause for such joy that you 
had to find others to rejoice with you?

Prayer

God of the lost and found, we rejoice that you 
seek us out, never give up on us and throw a 
divine party when we repent and turn to you. 
May small things in life like random pennies 
and discovered dimes give us an assurance 
that you never leave us alone. Amen. 

WEEK FOUR – COINS
Monday, March 8 

The Lost Coin

“Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one coin, does 
not light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she 
finds it? And when she has found it, she calls together her friends 
and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, because I have found the 
coin which I had lost!’ In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

– Luke 15: 8-10



Reflection

My children are now 11 and 8 years old. 

At this age, they’re generally more interested 
in spending time with friends than with their 
mom. So I truly delight in the moments when 
they choose time with me, especially when 
they pick me first (and not simply because 
they’ve already exhausted all other things to 
do). Similarly, I imagine that God delights in the 
times when we choose to give God our time 
and resources. But as Jesus points out, God 
wants more than our surplus. In the same way 
that I’ll always be willing to play with my boys 
(even when I’m just getting their leftover time), 
I feel sure that God is always available. But I 
suspect God truly rejoices when we give him 
our First. Our Best. Our Only. Not because God 
is a demanding task master, but because it 
means we’ve chosen God. 

Over all the things clamoring for our attention, 
we picked Him first. First to receive our time. 
First to receive our financial gifts. First to 
receive our talents. Because God knows that 
picking Him first requires a sacrifice. And an 
act of sacrifice is an act of love. God always 
loves us. That is Truth. When we choose to 
actively love God back, that Truth becomes a 
relationship. And we all know the beauty that 
grows out of relationship. 

– Megan Exley

Questions

Everyone has gifts to share. How do we invite 
the people to share their gifts in ways that are 
life giving and not exploitative? 

How do you decide what is faithful to give to 
the church? Charity? Individuals? 

Prayer

Jesus, we gather around you and ask to hear 
what you want to teach us today. Who do you 
want us to notice? Help us to give faithfully no 
matter our circumstances. Help us to see both 
rich and poor through your eyes and with your 
compassion. Amen. 

Tuesday, March 9

The Widow’s Gift

Now He looked up and saw the wealthy putting their gifts into the temple treasury. And He saw 
a poor widow putting in two lepta coins. And He said, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in 
more than all of them; for they all contributed to the offering from their surplus; but she, from her 
poverty, put in all that she had to live on.”

– Luke 21:1-4



Wednesday, March 10

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple 
courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging 
money. So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and 
cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. To those who 
sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” His 
disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all 
this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”

They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in 
three days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that 
Jesus had spoken.

– John 2:13-22

Questions

Does it trouble you to imagine Jesus angry and wielding a whip? Why or why not?

Are there current practices you think elicit Jesus’ wrath?  Look through your bank statement.  
How does it reflect your Christian belief?

Prayer

Lord of all, no part of our lives is off-limits to you. You require us to be faithful in little and in 
much, with our money, our time, and our talents. If there are practices in which we engage that 
make you angry, send your Spirit so that we will see where we fall short and change our ways. 
Amen.



Reflection

As I read this passage a few things stand out 
to me. First, I see that we should not  fear or 
be ashamed to speak God’s word loud and 
clear to all those who will listen. He speaks to 
us in our soul and we should not be afraid to 
proclaim his word. Sometimes it is hard to talk 
about God to others. But we should not care 
about worldly people who can only cause us 
bodily harm, we should care about God who 
loves us deeply and knows all our thoughts and 
actions. 

Then Jesus gives us the reassurance about 
God’s love. God cares deeply for even the 
sparrows that fly around. Generally, we don’t 
give these birds a second thought and at the 
time of Jesus they were the lowest animal, sold 
for a penny. If God will care for these simple 
birds imagine how much God loves each one  
of us.       

– Matt Baculik

Questions

What do we see for “two pennies” that God 
cares about deeply? 

Are you mindful that God loves you so much 
that there is nothing about you unknown to 
God? Take some time to remember that your 
concerns are concerns to God too. 

Prayer

God we give thanks for the sparrows sold for 
two pennies, the squirrels so plentiful we often 
fail to notice them and for all the priceless 
people we encounter this day. Then you for 
your love and care. Amen.

 

Thursday, March 11

“So do not fear them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, or hidden that 
will not be known. What I tell you in the darkness, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered 
in your ear, proclaim on the housetops. And do not be afraid of those who kill the body but are 
unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
Are two sparrows not sold for an assarion? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not fear; you are more 
valuable than a great number of sparrows.

– Matthew 10:26–31



Reflection

This passage, as pragmatic as it may seem, 
speaks to us about both leadership and 
humility. We can be so quick to turn our 
minds to historical context, that we can easily 
miss the value of the line “the heads of the 
households.” We all have authority of some 
kind, and when we lead by example, our 
actions shine within their context. What was it 
like for the families of these leaders to see the 
actions of offering and devotion to the house of 
the Lord? Leadership is important.

So, what about humility? Turn your attention 
to the line, “according to their ability.” Can 
you imagine a group of people arriving, with a 
shared goal, to lay out their offerings to God? 
Some provide riches, others goods, perhaps 
some bring service. No one gives out of the 
same abundance, but they all give. When we 
walk into the Kingdom of God, we’re all called 
to give according to our unique abilities, no 
matter circumstance. Humility is important.

Where do you have the authority to lead, and 
what does your example show? Have you 
answered the call to give with humility and with 
grace?   

– Ed Sutter

Questions

Have you ever experienced the loss of home 
or country? If so, what did you take with you or 
what do you most miss?

When have you made a freewill offering in 
order to help shape a promised future? 

Prayer

Lord of coins and robes, families and animals, 
kings and servants, your promises will not be 
thwarted even when we wonder why you delay 
in fulfilling them. Until your fulfilment, grant 
us such confidence in you that we keep the 
“priestly robes” ready and trust in you. Amen. 

 

Friday, March 12

The whole assembly together totaled 42,360, besides their male and female slaves who totaled 
7,337; and they had two hundred singing men and women. Their horses numbered 736; their 
mules, 245; their camels, 435; their donkeys, 6,720.

Some of the heads of fathers’ households, when they arrived at the house of the LORD which is 
in Jerusalem, offered willingly for the house of God to erect it on its site. According to their ability 
they gave to the treasury for the work sixty-one thousand gold drachmas, five thousand silver 
minas, and a hundred priestly garments.

– Ezra 2:64-69



Saturday, March 13

Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words. They 
came to him and said, “Teacher, we know that you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed 
by others, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God in 
accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not? Should we pay or 
shouldn’t we?”

But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” he asked. “Bring me a denarius 
and let me look at it.” They brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And 
whose inscription?” 

“Caesar’s,” they replied.

Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.”

– Mark 12:13-17

“We Give Thee but Thine Own”

We give thee but thine own, 
what-e’re the gift may be;

All that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive,

And gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first-fruits give.

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring,

To teach the way of life and peace: 
it is a Christ-like thing.

And we believe thy word, 
though dim our faith may be;

What-e’re we do for thine, 
O Lord, we do it unto thee.

– William Walsham How, c.1858.
Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 708.

 



Sunday, March 14  

Christ Has No Body
Teresa of Avila 

Christ has no body but yours, No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks Compassion on this world, 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 

Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, Yours are the eyes, you are his body.

 Christ has no body now but yours, No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world. 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 

Teresa of Avila (1515–1582) was born in Spain. She entered a Carmelite convent when she was 
eighteen, and across her long life earned a reputation as a mystic, reformer, and writer who 
experienced divine visions. She founded a convent and wrote the book The Way of Perfection 
for her nuns. Other books by her include her Autobiography and The Interior Castle. This poem 
is regularly attributed to Teresa, even though it doesn’t appear in her writings. For a biography 
on this important saint, see Teresa of Avila (New York: Continuum, 2004) by Rowan Williams, the 
former Archbishop of Canterbury and Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity at Oxford.

 



Questions

Have you ever participated in a mission trip? 
What did you pack and why? 

How many pairs of shoes do you own? What do 
you consider when you choose a pair to wear 
for the day or an occasion? What do you need 
to leave behind to be ready to follow Jesus 
daily? 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, your clear instruction tests our 
ability to trust you and others. We want to pack 
items for any conceivable circumstance, store 
up security in bags, boxes and storage units. 
Today we will leave behind at least some of 
what holds us back in our faithful following of 
you and put-on shoes for mission. Amen. 

WEEK FIVE – SHOES
Monday March 15

And He was going around the villages, teaching.

And He summoned the twelve and began to send them out in pairs, and gave 
them authority over the unclean spirits; and He instructed them that they 
were to take nothing for their journey, except a mere staff—no bread, no bag, 
no money in their belt— but to wear sandals; and He added, “Do not wear two 
tunics.” And He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until 
you leave town. Any place that does not receive you or listen to you, as you go 
out from there, shake the dust off the soles of your feet as a testimony against 
them.” And they went out and preached that people are to repent. And they 
were casting out many demons and were anointing with oil many sick people 
and healing them.

– Mark 6:6-13



Reflection

In my office hangs Rembrandt’s painting of 
the father welcoming the prodigal  son home. 
The son, is painted “wearing a  torn undertunic 
covering his emaciated body, and the sandals 
in which he had walked so far, have become 
worn out and useless.” He kneels before his 
father with head bent low. His father dressed in 
fine crimson robes is facing us. His strong arms 
are extended toward his son, compassionate 
hands are placed on his son’s  back, drawing 
him in ever closer. Tender love is poured out 
in this scene because the one who was lost is 
now home. 

On the outskirts of the picture are men 
observing the scene. We can surmise the older 
bother and a servant. The one in the shadows 
might substitute for us. What would we have 
seen and felt to be standing close by with the 
family in this intimate moment? 

When I gaze upon this painting, I am constantly 

reminded that “nothing separates us from 
the love of God.” We may think we have done 
something that will cause God to turn away – 
not so! We may think we have to earn God’s 
love by working hard - not so! God’s love is 
poured out to us as God’s gift of grace. Let this 
good news claim your heart.

– Louise Rogers

Questions

When have you experienced a sense of being 
valued and beloved? How was that expressed? 
Have you ever offered grace to someone 
expecting your judgement? 

Prayer

God of grace, you run to meet us in love when 
we anticipate your disapproval. Knowing the 
joy of such grace, we look to live in ways that 
cause your mercy and goodness to explode 
into every corner of our homes, community 
and world. Amen.

Tuesday, March 16
And He said, “A man had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of the estate that is coming to me.’ And so he divided his wealth between them. And not 
many days later, the younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey to a distant 
country, and there he squandered his estate in wild living. Now when he had spent everything, a 
severe famine occurred in that country, and he began doing without. So he went and hired himself 
out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed pigs. And he longed 
to have his fill of the carob pods that the pigs were eating, and no one was giving him anything. 
But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired laborers have more than 
enough bread, but I am dying here from hunger! I will set out and go to my father, and will say to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; treat me as one of your hired laborers.”’ So he set out and came to his father. But when 
he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced 
him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your 
sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring 
out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet; and bring 
the fattened calf, slaughter it, and let’s eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and has 
come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate.

– Luke 15:11-24



Wednesday, March 17

Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to 
ask him who he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.”
They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?”
John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”
Now the Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not 
the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”
“I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. He is the one 
who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”
This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

– John 1:19-28

Prayer

God of glory and majesty, you alone are holy and worthy of our praise. You sent Jesus to save, to 
show us your ways, to teach us your will, to reveal your love. Forgive us when we fail to point to 
our Savior, when we forget our role and seek to be more or less than who you create and call us 
to be. Convict us of your purpose for us and send your Spirit to enable us to fulfill it boldly. Amen.



Reflection

Although Peter knew that fellow Christians 
were praying for him, he must have been 
disheartened and scared. He was chained to 
his guards, and James had been put to death 
to the delight of the Jews. Would he meet 
the same fate?  Peter was in a dire situation, 
but we can be assured he knew God would 
somehow provide a way for him.

When the angel appeared, Peter realized 
that a way had been given to him!  The angel 
instructed Peter to grab his clothes and 
sandals and follow him. Peter immediately did 
what he had been told to do. He did not know 
where he was going or how far and difficult it 
would be, but he did not hesitate. He put on his 
shoes and followed the Lord’s messenger.

Nowadays, we would strap on our Nikes or 
Brooks running shoes (and maybe some 
athletic clothes from Under Armour). Are you 
ready to trust the Lord when you encounter 
difficult circumstances?  

Are you like Peter with your shoes nearby so 
you quickly obey God’s direction to help you 
overcome the impossible?   

– Sue Davis

Questions

When has God made a way when you thought 
there was no way?

What ministry are you engaged in right now? 
How have you seen God present through them? 

Prayer

God, you make a way for the work you call us 
to do in your name. When we falter and are 
afraid, bolster our confidence, comfort us in 
our anxiety, send messengers, angels, and 
unexpected provisions. Amen. 

 

Thursday, March 18

On the very night when Herod was about to bring him forward, Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains, and guards in front of the door were watching over the prison. 
And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly stood near Peter, and a light shone in the cell; and he 
struck Peter’s side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And his chains fell off his hands. And 
the angel said to him, “Put on your belt and strap on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to 
him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” And he went out and continued to follow, and 
yet he did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing 
a vision. Now when they had passed the first and second guard, they came to the iron gate that 
leads into the city, which opened for them by itself; and they went out and went along one street, 
and immediately the angel departed from him. When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I 
know for sure that the Lord has sent forth His angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and 
from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”

– Acts 12:6-11



Reflection

After decades of traveling as a road warrior for 
business, my carry-on bag was always in some 
state of ready. Long before a requirement, my 
toiletries were of modest size and everything 
fit in a particular place. My wardrobe consisted 
of clothing that traveled well, albeit with boring 
combinations, allowing me to be away from 
home for extended periods of time. 

I was always ready to leave…and that also 
implied I was rarely ready to nest. 

When home for weeks on end, I realized what 
I was missing. Such travel precluded me from 
enrolling in classes, joining a book club with 
any confidence of establishing intimacy, or 
any other activity that obligated me or would 
potentially disappoint others if I rescheduled. 

Home implies people and relationships. If 
forced to leave my home now, as long as I have 
my contacts list and access to those I love, I’m 
good. 

Those Israelites had no experience with carry-
on luggage and yet when forced to quickly 
leave, they carried with them the essentials to 
life – relationships with one another, memories 
of God’s covenant, and confidence in God’s 
promised future.  We give thanks they carried 
with them these stories and model what it 
means to carry only the essentials.

– Jo Forrest

Questions

Have you ever had to leave your home quickly? 

If so, what did you take? If not, if you were 
forced to flee your home , what would you take 
with you? 

Prayer

God, you called your people out of oppression 
and slavery to make the long, arduous journey 
to the promised land of freedom and safety. 
For all of your children we ask that you 
would grant safety, give respite and make for 
them places of welcome, bring us all to your 
promised place where everyone has enough 
and hurt and destruction are no more. Amen. 

 

Friday, March 19

Now you shall eat it in this way: with your garment belted around your waist, your sandals on your 
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in a hurry—it is the LORD’S Passover.

– Exodus 12:11



Saturday, March 20

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you 
can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that 
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes 
from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

– Ephesians 6:10-17

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

Come, thou Fount of every blessing; 
tune my heart to sing thy grace;

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise.

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above;

Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 
mount of God’s unchanging love!

Here I raise my Ebenezer hither by thy help I’m come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart’ O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.

– Robert Robinson, 1758, alt. 
Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal. No. 475.

 



Sunday, March 21

The Peace Prayer of Saint Francis 
Saint Francis of Assisi (1182–1226)

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is error, truth;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek

To be consoled as to console;

To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

It is in self-forgetting that we find;

And it is in dying to ourselves that we are born to eternal life. Amen

We do not know the author of this classic prayer, and it was not until the 1920s that it was even 
ascribed to Saint Francis. By one account the prayer was found in 1915 in Normandy, written 
on the back of a card of Saint Francis. It certainly reflects his longing to be an instrument of 

reconciliation and redemption in our violent world. On Saint Francis, see Augustine Thompson, 
Francis of Assisi; A New Biography (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2012), 299pp.



Monday, March 22

Five of them (the bridesmaids) were foolish, and five were prudent. 
For when the foolish took their lamps, they did not take extra oil 
with them; but the prudent ones took oil in flasks with their lamps.

– Matthew 25:1-13

Questions

What are you running low on in your life of faith? How can you replenish it? 

Do you ever think about Jesus promised return? If you knew you were to meet Jesus today, how 
would you prepare? 

Prayer

Lord, distractions of every kind overwhelm us. When we try and quiet our minds, so much floods 
our consciousness that focusing on you is hard. Send your spirit to quell the noise from within 
and without so that we might know the oil we need to keep our lamps burning brightly with the 
light of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

WEEK SIX – OIL



Reflection

“Why would Mary do that?”

That was my first thought when I read this 
passage in Matthew. John’s gospel informs us 
that this perfume was worth a WHOLE YEAR’S 
WAGES. So why would Mary waste it?  If I had 
been sitting at that table I would have been 
thinking of hundreds of better uses for the 
perfume according to my own selfish needs. 
I would have reacted with indignation when 
Mary poured it out, just as Jesus’ disciples 
reacted.

Mary was not thinking from a selfish 
perspective. Mary’s faith was strong; she 
believed Jesus was the Son of God and she 
was preparing for His burial. What an act of 
faith! Mary was thinking of Jesus’ needs, not 
her own. Mary’s devotion is in sharp contrast to 
Judas’ upcoming betrayal of Jesus. 

All the disciples were seated with Jesus, but 
truly Mary’s heart was “at the table” with Him. 
Every day we find ourselves “at the table” with 
our families, those we work with, strangers we 
pass. Every single person we interact with is 
a child of God. Are we really present, as Mary 
was? Or are we thinking of our own selfish 
desires, close-minded in our perspective of 
“what is best for me.” 

To worship Christ is to be willing to sacrifice to 
Him that which is most precious to us, just as 
Mary did in this passage. I pray for a faith as 
strong as Mary’s, and to serve all those I meet 
by being present and grateful for the blessing 
of being with a fellow child of God.

– Steve Daniele

Questions

Have you ever participated in discussions 
about what is faithful to spend on what? How 
do you make decisions about finances? 

What do you hold back from Jesus?

Prayer 

Jesus you remember. You remember us. You 
remember us even when we forget you. Thanks 
be to God. Amen. 

Tuesday, March 23

The Precious Ointment

Now when Jesus was in Bethany, at the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came to Him with an 
alabaster vial of very expensive perfume, and she poured it on His head as He was reclining at 
the table.

– Matthew 26:6-7



Wednesday, March 24

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 
pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put 
the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 

– Luke 10:25-37

Questions

When have you been moved to reach out to care for the stranger and call them neighbor?

Who has been a neighbor to you? To whom are you a neighbor?

Prayer

Jesus you are calling us to be neighbors to someone in need of mercy. As we go about our tasks 
and routines, help us to see those suffering in the ditch. If we find ourselves wounded and afraid, 
send Samaritans to minister to us. May we express our love for you and for our neighbors.

 



Reflection

This passage speaks to me of the beautiful 
blessing of fellowship and our individual 
responsibility as a believer to our Church and 
to each other. This passage speaks of action. 
Prayer is action. Suffering is in the eyes of the 
beholder but suffering none-the-less. Sharing 
sorrow before the Lord is key, but leaning on 
a caring shoulder, is so helpful to our souls. 
When we are lifted up,  we can lift up others. I 
want to lift you up!  I want you to lift me up!   

Cheer is medicine to us all. Even if you sound 
like a cow dying in the field when you sing (me), 
sing!  Sing with all of your might!  When you 
are glad, don’t hide it!   Go for it. My favorite 
bit of  the tiny Sunday School children is the 
sheer joy and abandonment when we worship. 
This what our Lord asks of us. The prodigal 
son has come home so let’s dance!!  Let’s 
sing! I’ve experienced the miracle of prayer 
for the sick with subsequent healing. I am so 
glad that I swallowed my pride and asked for 
the people of God’s intervention. This is the 
stuff that builds the faith to know that our God 
reigns and hears our call. Plain old you and 
me can make all the difference to a suffering 
individual/world. What an honor!  What a gift to 
know that you are granted the opportunity to 

change this world. Whether you are two or 102, 
you can pray. Prayer is an honored privilege, a 
mighty gift from God. 

Fellowship is key to me. Yes, we have our Lone 
Ranger believers, however I cannot express my 
complete gratitude to enjoy your friendship: 
your joys and concerns are mine. Yes, I am my 
brothers’ and sisters’ keeper. I need you and 
thank you!

– Pat Smith

Questions

Have you ever gathered with a group of 
believers to pray for a specific person or 
situation? What was the experience like for 
you? 

Do you believe the prayers of the righteous are 
powerful and effective? 

Prayer

Lord Jesus, you teach us to pray, tell us to ask 
and we will receive. Help us today to receive 
the gift of prayer, of talking honestly with you, 
of pouring our hearts out to you in praise and 
pain. Amen. 

Thursday, March 25

Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises. Is 
anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith will restore the one 
who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven 
him. Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be 
healed. A prayer of a righteous person, when it is brought about, can accomplish much. Elijah 
was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not 
rain on the earth for three years and six months. Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain 
and the earth produced its fruit.

– James 5:13–18



Reflection

In the Old Testament the descendants of 
Aaron, the brother of Moses, were assigned to 
priestly duties for the entire assembly. Many 
of these responsibilities centered around the 
holy of holies in the temple. The priests were 
the ones who took made sure the offerings 
were collected and dispersed, the flame in the 
lamps were tended to so they did not go out. 
The incense was burned as a continual offering 
to the Lord. In this way, the people were 
appropriately  worshipping their God. 

This year we have faced an extraordinary time 
when our own worship practices have been 
upended. We miss the coming together as a 
community to sing, pray together, share the 
peace, share the sacraments, hear God’s word 
preached and receive the blessing. Technology 
has made the services available and while we 
are grateful, we all know the remote experience 
is very different from being in person. We 
long for the day when we can once again 
be together, safely in person, to praise God. 
Meanwhile, know that God can receive our 
worship both in the church and in our homes. 
Many people work to provide the opportunity 
for all of us to worship as a congregation. Until 
we are sitting together, each of us can keep the 
flame of love for God burning in our hearts as 
we reflect that God’s Spirit is always with us.

– Louise Rogers

Questions

What items are crucial for worship? Water? 
Bread? Organ? Piano? Who takes care of these 
things?

When do you see light in worship? What do 
these things mean to you? 

Prayer

Lord God you sent the light of the world that 
no darkness may overcome it. You call us to 
let our light shine. Open our hearts to be led 
by you to places where we can serve you both 
in church and in our homes and communities. 
Amen. 

Friday, March 26

“Now the responsibility of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest is the oil for the light, the 
fragrant incense, the continual grain offering, and the anointing oil—the responsibility of all the 
tabernacle and everything that is in it, with the sanctuary and its furnishings.”

– Numbers 4:16



Saturday, March 27

“This is what you are to do to consecrate them, so they may serve me as priests: Take a young 
bull and two rams without defect. And from the finest wheat flour make round loaves without 
yeast, thick loaves without yeast and with olive oil mixed in, and thin loaves without yeast and 
brushed with olive oil. Put them in a basket and present them along with the bull and the two 
rams. Then bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the tent of meeting and wash them with 
water. Take the garments and dress Aaron with the tunic, the robe of the ephod, the ephod itself 
and the breastpiece. Fasten the ephod on him by its skillfully woven waistband. Put the turban on 
his head and attach the sacred emblem to the turban. Take the anointing oil and anoint him by 
pouring it on his head. Bring his sons and dress them in tunics and fasten caps on them. Then 
tie sashes on Aaron and his sons. The priesthood is theirs by a lasting ordinance.

– Exodus 29:1-9

“Take My Life”

Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee;

Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise;
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love;

Take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee,
Swift and beautiful for thee.

Take my voice and let me sing 
Always, only, for my King.

Take my lips and let them be 
filled with messages from thee,
Filled with messages from thee.

Take my silver and my gold; 
not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use 

every power as thou shalt choose,
Every power as thou shalt choose.

v 1,2,4. Frances Ridley Havergal, 1874.
Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 697



When He approached Bethphage and Bethany, 
near the mountain that is called Olivet, He sent 
two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village 
ahead of you; there, as you enter, you will find a 
colt tied, on which no one yet has ever sat; untie 
it and bring it here. And if anyone asks you, 
‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The 
Lord has need of it.’” So those who were sent 
left and found it just as He had told them. And 
as they were untying the colt, its owners said to 
them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said, 
“The Lord has need of it.” And they brought it to 
Jesus, and they threw their cloaks on the colt 
and put Jesus on it. Now as He was going, they 
were spreading their cloaks on the road. And as 
soon as He was approaching, near the descent 
of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the 
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a 
loud voice for all the miracles which they had 
seen, shouting: “BLESSED IS the King, THE ONE 
WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD;

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” And 
yet some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 
Him, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples!” Jesus  
replied, “I tell you, if these stop speaking, the 
stones will cry out!”

– Luke 19:29–40

Reflection

This year we have faced an extraordinary 
time when our own worship practices have 
been upended. We miss the services as a 
community to sing, pray together, share the 
peace, pass the sacraments, hear God’s word 
preached in person and receive the blessing. 
Technology has made the services available 
and we are grateful for this new experience for 
worship. 

One time when I was at home watching the 
service, I was very moved by hearing the Lord’s 
Prayer and it was me leading the prayer on the 
prerecorded service! I discovered in a real way 
that God does receive our worship both in the 
church and in our homes. Many people work to 
provide the opportunity for all of us to worship 
as a congregation from many locations. Until 
we gather together again, each of us can keep 
the flame of love for God burning in our hearts 
as we reflect on God’s Spirit, always with us.                                                                                               

– Louise Rogers

Sunday, March 28

Holy Week by Ann Weems
Where have the forty days of Lent gone?

We’ve had forty days to remember who Jesus is,
Forty days to find out who Jesus is,

Forty days to look and to listen to this man from Nazareth,
this man who walked into the hearts of the people,

this man who “stirred their imagination,”
this man who is still walking into the hearts of his people,

still stirring the imagination of the people,
Holy Week is upon us.

We will raise our palms in joyful recognition!
We do know him.

Surely we do know him....



Monday, March 29

Garments of the Priests

“Then bring forward to yourself your brother Aaron, and his sons with him, from among the 
sons of Israel, to serve as priest to Me—Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s 
sons. And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. You 
shall speak to all the skillful people whom I have endowed with the spirit of wisdom, that they 
make Aaron’s garments to consecrate him, that he may serve as priest to Me. And these are the 
garments which they shall make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a tunic of checkered work, a 
turban, and a sash. They shall make holy garments for your brother Aaron and his sons, so that 
he may serve as priest to Me. They shall take the gold, the violet, the purple, the scarlet material, 
and the fine linen.

– Exodus 28:1-5

Questions

Do you have or have you ever worn clothing that reflected your role or job? If so, did people 
respond to you differently when you wore it? 

What outward items reveal your current responsibilities? How are they connected to what you do? 

Do you wear special clothing to worship? Why or why not? 

Prayer

We are those who are first and foremost clothed in Christ. No matter our other uniforms, nothing 
is more beautiful than being wrapped in the love of our Lord and showing that love to others. 
Help us, we pray to make our discipleship undeniability visible to others. Amen.  

HOLY WEEK



Reflection

Families are complicated and the stories are 
different for each family member who brings 
their own perspective to these stories. As 
a teenager, I believed my story was one of 
service and sacrifice to my family. When my 
mother went to work full-time I was given more 
responsibility to help my younger brother and 
sister and to assume numerous household 
chores. I ‘gave up’ going out with friends after 
school to be home with them and to prep 
dinner, etc. 

My sibling’s story was that I ‘got to do anything 
I wanted’ and ‘was the boss of them!’ We often 
found ourselves in heated debate over privilege 
vs. responsibility. What looked like privilege to 
my brother and sister often felt like a burden to 
me. But in truth, our parents were always there 
for us, loving us, meeting our individual needs, 
and assigning age appropriate responsibilities. 
It was not our parent’s intention to create 
opportunities for sibling rivalry. 

God’s providence and love is that of the loving 
parent, with each child equally loved. It is only 
our personal perspectives that may change the 
story.                   

– Barbara Myers

Questions

Have you ever received a special gift from your 
family? What was it? How did you feel about 
receiving it? 

What are some stories about your family? What 
do they reveal about your families values? 

Prayer

Gracious God, you work through ordinary 
people, choose to tell your salvation story 
through complicated families, refusing to give 
up on us even when we hurt one another 
deeply. Use the seasons of joy and the seasons 
of confusion to bring us all closer and more 
tightly bound to each other. Amen. 

 

Tuesday, March 30

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his other sons, because he was the son of his old age; and 
he made him a multicolored tunic. And his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all 
his brothers; and so they hated him and could not speak to him on friendly terms.

– Genesis 37:1-11



Wednesday, March 31

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, do not resist 
an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And 
if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces 
you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn 
away from the one who wants to borrow from you.

– Matthew 5:38-42

Prayer

Jesus, following your teaching demands more than we can muster. You know our weakness, our 
tendencies to hurt others, our deep-seated desire for retaliation or even, at times, revenge. You 
recognize that without you we cannot turn the other cheek, go the extra mile, or hand over our 
coat. Thankfully, you promise the gift of your Holy Spirit, the Comforter, who guides, gives us the 
words, and empowers us to act in ways that show your love, even to our enemies. Amen.

 



Reflection

I am sure that in my life I have fed someone or 
washed someone plenty of times - a baby or 
grand baby and I actually gave my dog a bath 
last week - and I never really gave it a second 
thought. However, after reading this again 
and thinking about it, it means so much more 
than just the act. It shows the humility and 
servanthood of Jesus to his disciples. 

Although he was a “king” and deserved to be 
served, he chose to be the servant. Wow, what 
a lesson to all of us. Jesus wants us to know 
that we must always be servants of Christ in 
our daily lives. I will try to follow this and be 
such a servant in all that I do.        

– Karen Williams

Questions

When have you served someone in a physical 
way, fed someone or washed someone? Who 
was it? What was that like for you? 

Today, every time you use a towel, be reminded 
of Jesus’ instruction to wash others’ feet. 

Prayer

Servant Lord, on this day we remember your 
meal with your friends, your words of teaching, 
and your act of tender love. We seek only to be 
more and more like you each day, taking up a 
towel and sharing your word so that through 
our love the world will know we follow you. 
Amen. 

Thursday, April 1

Jesus got up from supper and laid His outer garments aside; and He took a towel and tied it 
around Himself. Then He poured water into the basin, and began washing the disciples’ feet 
and wiping them with the towel which He had tied around Himself. So He came to Simon Peter. 
He said to Him, “Lord, You are washing my feet?” Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am 
doing, you do not realize right now, but you will understand later.” Peter said to Him, “Never 
shall You wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no place with Me.” 
Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, then wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my head!” 
Jesus said to him, “He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet; otherwise he is completely 
clean. And you are clean—but not all of you.” For He knew the one who was betraying Him; it was 
for this reason that He said, “Not all of you are clean.”

Then, when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again, 
He said to them, “Do you know what I have done for you? You call Me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’; and 
you are correct, for so I am. So if I, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I gave you an example, so that you also would do just as I did  
for you.

– John 13:1-15



Questions

What does Good Friday mean to you? 

What moves you about this scene between 
Jesus, Pilate and the crowd? 

They put the crown of thorns on the head of 
the Lord. What does royalty mean? 

Prayer

Lord, on this Good Friday, we repent of all the 
ways we participate in sin. We turn our heads, 
unable to look as suffering, when instead 
we are called to see fully what our sin has 
brought. We are humbled at your grace in the 
face of the depth of our sin. Amen.

Good Friday, April 2

So Pilate then took Jesus and had Him flogged. And the soldiers twisted together a crown of 
thorns and placed it on His head, and put a purple cloak on Him; and they repeatedly came up 
to Him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and slapped Him in the face again and again. And 
then Pilate came out again and *said to them, “See, I am bringing Him out to you so that you 
will know that I find no grounds at all for charges in His case.” Jesus then came out, wearing 
the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate *said to them, “Behold, the Man!” So when 
the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they shouted, saying, “Crucify, crucify!” Pilate said to 
them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him; for I find no grounds for charges in His case!” The 
Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law He ought to die, because He made Himself 
out to be the Son of God!”

Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid; and he entered the 
Praetorium again and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. So 
Pilate said to Him, “Are you not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release 
You, and I have authority to crucify You?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over 
Me at all, if it had not been given to you from above; for this reason the one who handed Me over 
to you has the greater sin.”

– John 19: 1-11



Saturday, April 3

In that day, in every place where there were a thousand vines worth a thousand silver shekels, 
there will be only briers and thorns. Hunters will go there with bow and arrow, for the land will be 
covered with briers and thorns. As for all the hills once cultivated by the hoe, you will no longer 
go there for fear of the briers and thorns; they will become places where cattle are turned loose 
and where sheep run.

– Isaiah 7:23-25

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”

O sacred head, now wounded,
with grief and shame weighed down;

now scornfully surrounded
with thorns, thine only crown;

O sacred head, what glory,
what bliss till now was thine!

Yet, though despised and gory,
I joy to call thee mine.

What thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain:
Mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain.

Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ‘Tis I deserve thy place;
Look on me with thy favor, and grant to me thy grace.

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend,
For this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end?

O make me thine forever; and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love for thee.

– James Waddell Alexander, 1830, alt.
Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 221.

 



Easter Sunday, April 4

The Resurrection

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb bringing the spices which 
they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, 
they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two 
men suddenly stood near them in gleaming clothing; and as the women were terrified and bowed 
their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why are you seeking the living One among the 
dead? He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in 
Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinful men, and be crucified, and on 
the third day rise from the dead.” And they remembered His words, and returned from the tomb 
and reported all these things to the eleven, and to all the rest. Now these women were Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling 
these things to the apostles. But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not 
believe the women. Nevertheless, Peter got up and ran to the tomb; and when he stooped and 
looked in, he saw the linen wrappings only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what 
had happened.

– Luke 24:1-12

HE IS RISEN
HE IS RISEN

HE IS RISEN 
INDEED!

Alleluia!



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,   
 and the glory, forever. Amen.
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